THROUGH GERMAN SPECTACLES
attacks on British hospital ships and to the sinking of
the Maid of Kent, Brighton and Paris* It was charac-
teristic of the distortion of view which German
spectacles seem inevitably to cause that the outrages
committed against our hospital ships, which are en-
titled to immunity under international law, and our
refusal to extend the Geneva Convention in the man-
ner proposed by the German Government, could be
viewed in such different lights.
Naturally, there was a shriek of rage in the Nazi
Press against our refusal and a chorus of condemna-
tion of British 'brutality9. The use of the so-called
ambulance aircraft was not given up, however. One
of them was seen again in the air battles over the
Channel on August 11. On that day, too, a number
of *E* boats attempted to rescue German airmen
who had been shot down. Fast British naval craft
put out to drive the *E* boats off. We had our own
motor launches which rescued enemy airmen as well
as British and there was no inhumanity in our de-
clining to allow the German airmen to be restored to
their own service instead of being made prisoners of
war. It would have been manifestly to our military
detriment to have looked on while they were being
rescued off our own shores, where the chances of war
had struck them down, and thus to have deprived
ourselves of one of the advantages which the air
fighting in such an arena gave us, namely, that the
enemy airmen who came down were lost to their own
side, by death or capture.
1The Admiralty statement on the subject is given in The
Times, August 31, 1940,
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